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have' opened new ways of progress. Of course, I do not pretend to describe every investigation which can legitimately claim to come under these categories.
By confining myself to the greater chemical movements, to the seminal work in chemical science, I am saved from those petty controversies about priority which are valueless when one is trying "to get behind men, and to grasp ideas."
To trace the development of chemical ideas without referring, in considerable detail, to the progress of physical chemistry, would be impossible; but, because of inclination, and also because of personal limitations, I have not wandered far from the main roads of chemical science.
Some may say I have omitted much that is important, others may think I have included not a little that is trivial. In such matters a writer must use his own judgment, after he has trained it to the best of his ability.
I have verified all my references, and read with care every memoir, pamphlet, and book whereof I give more than a passing notice.
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